A stranger comes to a small town, serves as a catalyst for a transformation and in the process is redeemed.

It is Percy Talbott , a young woman recently released from prison after five years, who gets off the bus in Gilead, Wisconsin. She is damaged goods. She immediately meets her parole officer  who happens to be the town sheriff. He arranges employment for her at the Spitfire Grill, the town’s only diner, and the gathering place for the play’s characters. The diner’s owner, Hannah, is a reluctant employer, but agrees to hire Percy. The town’s character is revealed in the conversations and songs that take place in the diner. The town of Gilead is economically depressed and the play’s characters reflect this state of affairs.

The play has seven characters.  In addition to Percy and Hannah, there is the sheriff/parole officer, Joe Sutter, who is initially cool to Percy but warms to her later.  In fact, his temperature goes up considerably. Hannah’s nephew Caleb is the play’s heavy but only a middle weight.  He exercises his frustrations on his wife, Shelby.  Shelby is meek and submissive but gains strength and independence by working at the Spitfire Grill with Percy. Effy Krayneck is the town’s post mistress and gossip monger.  Then, there is “the visitor,” a silent but significant presence who holds the key to the town’s redemption. 
Percy Talbott, recently released from prison 

age 20's
plays romantically across from Joe
solo quality singer
Joe Sutter, town sheriff
late 20's early 30's
plays romantically across from Percy
solo quality singer
Hannah Fergussen, owner of the Spitfire Grill, aunt to Caleb
60's
solo quality singer
Shelby Thorpe, wife to Caleb
late 20's to mid 30's
solo quality singer
Caleb Thorpe, husband to Shelby, nephew to Hannah
late 30's to mid 40's
solo quality singer
Effy Krayneck, town postmistress
50's to early 60's
solo quality singer
Silent visitor
Male, tall and dark, imposing
has no lines or songs
This show will run five weekends, with possible pre-sold Thursday evening shows and added matinees.   Auditioners should have a prepared song they can sing without accompaniment. 
This show will be directed by Larry Bottjen.  His most recent shows are BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, OF MICE AND MEN, EVERYBODY LOVES OPAL, TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD.
Persons interested in auditioning may contact Larry at 745-6466 for more information.  Audition dates are October 11th and 12th at 2 PM at the Valley Performing Arts.  Call 373-0195 for directions.
